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Message to aspirants 

 

Dear Aspirants, 

A warm welcome to you from team DashoVidya!!! 

We are extremely grateful to you for showing trust in us and choosing our platform to 

complement your UPSC preparation journey. 

NCERTs are an important source to provide fundamental understanding of the core 

concepts which are mentioned in the UPSC syllabus and questions from NCERTs are 

being asked in UPSC Prelims and Mains exam on a regular basis. Furthermore, 

fundamental concepts from NCERTs help students to solve questions in the exam with 

better understanding and clarity. 

Students, reading NCERT or any other source is incomplete until you assess yourself 

through practice questions which are aligned as per the UPSC requirements. With the 

same objective, we have integrated MCQs and their detailed explanations in our NCERT 

Learning Program to make your preparation a holistic one. 

Our MCQs and their explanations have been prepared meticulously so that these 

along with our NCERT Summaries will add value to preparation and make it effective 

and goal oriented. Therefore, practicing these MCQs is highly recommended to have 

all the necessary knowledge of the relevant topics. 

Your valuable input in the form of feedback is really important to us. You can mail us 

at dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com or contact us @ 895852855. 
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CHAPTER 1 - ENVIRONMENT 
  

 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Lithosphere is made up of rocks and minerals and covered by a thin layer of soil. 

2. Landforms are found over continents and in ocean basins as well. 

3. Continents are part of Lithosphere whereas ocean basins are a part of Hydrosphere. 
 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1,2 and 3 
 

Q2. What holds the atmosphere around the earth? 

a) Gravitational force of sun and moon. 

b) Gravitational force of earth. 

c) Gravitational force of planetary system in the universe. 

d) None of the above. 
 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Components of environment consist of Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydrosphere and 

Biosphere. 

2. The natural environment refers to the Biotic Component only and Human environment refers 

to abiotic component. 
 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None 
 

Q4. Which among the following is not a part of Human Made environment? 

a) Land 

b) Religion 

c) Community 

d) Roads 

 

Q5. Which among the following may disrupt ecosystem balance the most? 

a) Growing population 

b) Increasing pollution 

c) Growing plant 

d) Growing crops 
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Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Facts about Lithosphere: 

 Lithosphere is the solid crust or the hard top layer of the earth. It is made up of rocks and 

minerals and covered by a thin layer of soil. 

 It is an irregular surface with various landforms such as mountains, plateaus, plains, valleys, etc. 

Landforms are found over the continents and also on the ocean floors. 

 Continents and Ocean basins forms the part of Lithosphere. Oceans and other water bodies 

are a part of Hydrosphere. 

 

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

The atmosphere is the thin layer of air that surrounds the earth. The gravitational force of the earth 

holds the atmosphere around it. 

It protects us from the harmful rays and scorching heat of the sun. It consists of a number of gases, 

dust and water vapour. The changes in the atmosphere produce changes in the weather and climate. 

 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydrosphere and Biosphere are among the various domains of the 

earth. 

 Components of environment are Natural, Manmade and Human. 

 The place, people, things and nature that surround any living organism is called environment. 

 It is a combination of natural and human made phenomena. While the natural 

environment refers to both biotic and biotic conditions existing on the earth, 

human environment reveals the activities, creations and interactions among 

human beings. 

 Biotic Things- The world of living things. E.g. Plants and Animals. 

 Abiotic Things- The world of non-living things. E.g. Land. 

Hence, both the statements are incorrect. 
 

Q4. Answer- (a)  

Explanation: 

Natural Human Made Human 

Comprises all natural things 

 

Through these things largely, man 

modifies his environment. 

In the present scenario, human has 

become the most important component 

of environment. 

Example- Air, Water, Land, 

Biosphere etc. 

Ex- Buildings, Parks, Bridges etc Ex- Individuals, Human Community etc. 

 

Q5. Answer- (b)  

Explanation 

Option (c) and (d) will clearly not disrupt the ecosystem balance. Also, we have now understood that 

growing population may not adversely impact the environment and its balance if sustainable practices 

are adopted. 

However increasing pollution –land, water or air is causing irreversible damage to environment and 

natural balance, which is also one of the primary causes of Climate Change. 
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CHAPTER 2 - INSIDE OUR EARTH 
 

 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Oceanic crust is thicker than the continental crust. 

2. Oceanic crust is made up of SiMa. 

3. Radius of the earth is around 6400 kilometers. 
 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) 1,2 and 3 
 

Q2. Which type of rock is called primary rock? 

a) Igneous rock 

b) Metamorphic rock 

c) Sedimentary rock 

d) Basalt rock 
 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Only pressure is responsible for changing sedimentary rocks to metamorphic rocks. 

2. Marble changing into limestone is an example of metamorphism. 
 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None 
 

Q4. The innermost layer of the earth is? 

a) Crust 

b) Mantle 

c) Core 

d) SiAl 

 

Q5. Consider the following statements: 

 

1. Any natural mass of matter that makes up the earth’s crust is called a mineral. 

2. Rocks are naturally occurring substances which have certain physical properties and definite 

chemical composition. 
 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 
 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and  2 

d) None  
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Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Continental crust is thicker (approx.35 kms) than oceanic crust 

(approx.7 kms) 

Statement 2 is correct: Oceanic Continents crust is made up of SiAl (Silica & Aluminium) & 

Oceanic crust is made up of SiMa (Silica & Magnesium) 

Statement 3 is correct: Earth has a radius of 6371 kms. 

 

Q2. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

Igneous rocks are known as Primary Rocks.These are formed when molten magma becomes cool. 

Two types- Intrusive and Extrusive: 

 Intrusive rocks- Molten magma cools down inside the earth surface= large grains.e.g. Granite. 

 Extrusive rocks- Molten magma cools outside the earth surface= fine grains.e.g. Basalt. 
 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Type of rock changes form from one type to another type under certain conditions of temperature, 

pressure. This process of rock transformation from one type to another is known as rock cycle. 

Thus no rock type is older than other type. 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Under great heat and pressure sedimentary and igneous rocks changes 

into metamorphic rocks. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Limestone is metamorphosed under pressure and heat to from marble 

and not vice versa. 

 
 

Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

Core is the inner most layer of the earth. Divided in two layers 

Inner and Outer Core of about 3500 kms depth made up of 

NiFe- material. It accounts for nearly 83% of volume of earth. 

 

Q5. Answer- (c) 

Explanation 

Both the statements are incorrect. The definitions of rock and mineral are interchangeably 

mentioned.Minerals are naturally occurring substances which have certain physical properties 

and definite chemical composition. Any natural mass of mineral matter that makes up the earth’s 

crust is called a Rock. 
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CHAPTER 3 - OUR CHANGING EARTH 
 

 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 
1. Beach is an erosional feature of sea waves. 

2. Moraine is a depositional feature of glaciers. 

  

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 
 

Q2. Consider the following statements about Exogenic forces: 

1. Exogenic forces are sudden changes in earth’s surface. 

2. Exogenic forces are forces that operate on the surface of the earth. 

 

Choose the correct option from the code given below 

a) 1 only 

b) None 

c) 2 only 

d) Both 1 and 2 
 

Q3. Consider the following statements: 

1. Earth is called dynamic planet as it moves around sun on its axis. 

2. Lithosphere consists of several large and small plates which carry continents only. 

 

Choose the correct option 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None 
 

Q4. Consider the following matches: 

 

Angel Falls On the borders of USA & Canada 

Niagara Falls In Venezuela 

Victoria Falls On the border between 
Zambia & Zimbabwe 

 

Which of the above pair is/are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 only 

d) 3 only 
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    Q5. Consider the following statements: 

1. Some rocks have a shape of mushroom. 

2. Earthquakes magnitude cannot be measured. 

 

Which of the given statements is/are incorrect? 

a) 2 only 

b) 1 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

 

Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Beach is a depositional feature of sea waves. 

Statement 2 is correct: The material carried by the glacier such as rocks big and small, sand and silt 

gets deposited form. These deposits are Glacial Moraines. Thus, moraines are glacial depositional 

features. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Endogenic forces are the forces that operates inside the earth and are sudden 

and diastrophic in nature 

Statement 2 is correct: Exogenic forces are forces that operate on the surface of the earth. Two 

processes are involved in this namely–weathering and erosion 

 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Earth is a dynamic planet as it continuously undergoes changes by various 

endogenic and exogenic processes. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: The earth’s crust- Lithosphere consists of several large and small plates 

which carry continents and ocean floor both. These broken plates are known as Lithospheric Plates. 

 

Q4. Answer- (d) 

Explanation: 

 Angel falls- In Venezuela (South America) is the world’s highest fall 

 Niagara falls-On the borders of USA & Canada. 

 Victoria falls- on the border between Zambia & Zimbabwe. 

 

Q5. Answer- (d) 

Explanation 

Statement 1 is correct: In deserts rocks are in the shape of a mushroom, commonly called mushroom 

rocks (narrower base and wider top), Winds erode the lower section of the rock more than the upper 

part. 

Statement 2 is correct: Earthquake’s magnitude is measured on Richter scale. A 6.0 or higher 

magnitude is considered very strong and 7.0 is classified as a major earthquake. 
 

 

mailto:dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com


 
 

www.dashovidya.in, email id: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com; Telegram: https://t.me/DashoVidyaIAS 7 
Contact no - 8595852855 

  

 CHAPTER 4 – AIR 
  

Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Oxygen is the most important & abundant gas in the atmosphere. 

2. Plants directly take nitrogen from atmosphere. 

 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None 

 

Q2. Consider the following statement about layers of atmosphere: 

1. Stratosphere is the most important layer of the atmosphere. 

2. Mesosphere is used for radio transmission, as radio waves from earth reflected back by this layer. 

3. All weather phenomenon related like rainfall, fog, hailstorm takes place in troposphere. 

 

     Choose the correct option from the code given below 

a) 1only 

b) None 

c) 3 only 

d) Both 1 and 2 

 

Q3. Consider the following statements about air pressure: 

1. Air pressure decreases as we move up in the atmosphere. 

2. Moon has no atmosphere thus no air pressure. 

 

Choose the correct option  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None 

 

Q4. Consider the following statement about winds: 

1. Winds move from low pressure areas to high pressure areas. 

2. Seasonal Winds are semi-permanent & changes through the season. 

3. Local winds permanently blow in local areas. 

 

     Which of the above statement is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 only 

d) 3 only 

 

Q5. Which of the following gases protects earth from harmful UV rays of sun?  

a) Carbon Dioxide 

b) Argon & Ozone 

c) Helium & Ozone 
d) Ozone 
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Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Oxygen is most important but not most abundant gas in the atmosphere. 

Nitrogen is most abundant gas (nearly 78%) and oxygen is the second abundant gas (nearly 21%).  

Statement 2 is incorrect: Plants can not directly take from atmosphere thus needs nitrogen fixing 

bacteria. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect and 3 is correct:  

  Troposphere is the most important layer of the atmosphere. 

 Average height extends up to 13 kilometres. 

 Air we breathe exists in this layer. 

 All weather phenomenons like rainfall, fog, hailstorm takes place here. 
Statement 2 is incorrect:   

 Thermosphere extends between 80- 400 kilometres. 

 Temperature rises very rapidly in this layer. 

 Thermosphere is used for radio transmission, as radio waves from earth reflected back 

by this layer 

 

Q3. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is correct: Air pressure is defined as the pressure exerted by the weight of air on the 

earth’s surface.  

 The air pressure falls rapidly, as we move up in the layers of atmosphere.  

 The air pressure is highest at sea level and decreases with height 

Statement 2 is correct: On the moon there is no air (atmosphere) thus no air pressure as well, thus 

astronauts have to wear special protective space suits to balance the counter pressure exerted by their 

body. 

Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: The movement of air from high pressure area to low pressure areas 

is called wind. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Seasonal Winds-Changes direction with season. Example- Monsoon 

(India) 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: Local Winds- Blow only during a particular period of year example- 

Loo. 

Q5. Answer- (d) 

Explanation 

 Ozone protects the Earth from harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays from the Sun. 

 Without the Ozone layer in the atmosphere, life on Earth would be very difficult.  

 Plants cannot live and grow in heavy ultraviolet radiation, nor can the planktons that serve as food 

for most of the ocean life.  

 With a weakening of the Ozone Layer shield, humans would be more susceptible to skin cancer, 

cataracts and impaired immune systems. 
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CHAPTER 5 – WATER 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 
 

1. Rivers have nearly 10% of freshwater of the earth. 

2. Majority of fresh water on earth is stored as ground water. 
 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 

Q2. Consider the following statement about water movement in ocean: 
 

1. Tides are alternate rise and fall of water on the ocean surface. 

2. The rhythmic rise & fall of ocean water twice in a day is called waves. 

3. Ocean Currents are streams of water flowing constantly on the ocean bottom in definite 

directions. 
 

     Choose the correct option from the code given below 

a) 1only 

b) None 

c) 3 only 

d) Both 1 and 2 
 

Q3. Consider the following statements about tides: 
 

1. Neap Tides occur when sun, moon & earth are in same line. 

2. Spring Tides occur during a full moon or new moon. 
 

Choose the correct option  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None 
 

Q4. Which among the following statement is correct about ocean currents? 
 

1. Ocean currents redistribute energy. 

2. Warm ocean currents moves from poles towards equator. 

3. Cold currents carry water from tropical to polar latitudes. 

 

Choose the option from the codes given below: 
      

a) 1and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 1 only 

d) 3 only 
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Q5. The process by which water continually changes its form and circulates between oceans, 

atmosphere and land is (NCERT) 
 

a) Water Cycle 

b) Tides 

c) Ocean Currents 

d) Waves 

 

Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Refer the table below  

Oceans 97.3 Saline Water 

Ice caps 02.0  

 

Fresh Water 
Ground water 0.68 

Fresh water lakes 0.009 

Inland seas & Salt lakes 0.009 

Atmosphere 0.0019 

Rivers 0.0001 

Total 100  

 

Statement 1 is incorrect: Rivers have only 0.0001% of earth’s fresh water. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: 2% (majority of earth’s fresh water) is stored in icecaps. 

Groundwater stores 0.68% of fresh water second to ice caps. 

 

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Waves are alternate rise and fall of water on the ocean surface. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect:  The rhythmic rise & fall of ocean water twice in a day is called 

Tides. 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: Ocean Currents are streams of water flowing constantly on the 

ocean surface in definite directions. 
 

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Neap Tide-When moon is diagonal to the sun & earth. This result in 

pulling of water in diagonally opposite direction thus produces low tides. 
 

Statement 2 is correct: Spring Tide-When earth, moon & sun are in the same line. Occur during 

full moon & new moon. These result in the formation of high tides. 
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Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: Ocean Currents redistribute energy in the ocean. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Generally warm currents originate near equator & move 

towards the poles. Example-Gulf stream. 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: Cold currents carry water from polar to tropical latitudes. 

Example- Labrador current. 

 

Q5. Answer- (a) 

Explanation 

The process by which water continually changes its form and circulates between 

oceans, atmosphere and land is known as water cycle. 
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CHAPTER 6 – NATURAL VEGETATION & WILDLIFE 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 
 

1. Climate is the most important factor in deciding vegetation of a place. 

2. Vegetation of a place is not influenced by altitude and height of that place. 
 

     Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 

Q2. Why Brazilian forests are called ‘Lungs of Earth’? Choose the correct option from the code 

given below 

a) They have largest stretch of tropical deciduous forests. 

b) Tree species here have proven to produce more carbon dioxide. 

c) These are stretch of tropical evergreen forests. 

d) These are last remaining largest monsoon forests on the earth. 
 

Q3. Consider the following statements about desert: 
 

1. Tropical Deserts are found in areas located on the eastern margins of the continent. 

2. Natural vegetation is limited here, only mosses, lichens & very small shrubs are found here 

due to extreme temperatures. 
 

Choose the correct option  

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Q4. Consider the following statement about grasslands: 
 

1. Temperate grasslands are located on the edge of continents. 

2. Pampas, Velds & Prairie are some of the tropical grasslands. 

3. Grasses in tropical grasslands are short and nutritious. 
 

     Which of the above statement is/are correct? 
 

a) 1and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 2 and 3 

d) None 
 

Q5. One important variety of coniferous forests is (NCERT) 

a) Rosewood 

b) Pine 

c) Teak 

d) Cactus 
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Answers & Explanations 
 

    
Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is correct: Moisture & Temperature together forms ‘CLIMATE’ of a place & are the 

most important factor in deciding vegetation of a place. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Climate is influenced by altitude of a place, for example a mountain or 

high plateau located in tropical area will be cooler than surrounding area thus will have different 

vegetation. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Billions of evergreen forest trees absorbs tons of carbon dioxide every year and slow              down the 

climate change with producing 20% of earth’s oxygen, hence Brazilian forests are named ‘Lungs of 

Earth’. 
 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Statement 1 is incorrect: Tropical Deserts are found in areas located on the western margins of the 

continent. 

Statement 2 is correct: Natural vegetation in polar /tundra region (in tropical deserts vegetation is 

cactus, acacia etc.) is limited here, only mosses, lichens & very small shrubs are found here due to 

extreme cold temperatures.  

 

Q4. Answer- (d) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Temperate grasslands are located on the interior of continents in mid-

latitudes. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Various names of temperate grasslands in different regions- 

 Argentina- Pampas 

 North America- Prairie 

 South Africa- Veld 

 Central Asia- Steppe 

 Australia- Down 

 Various names of tropical grasslands  in different regions- 

 East Africa- Savannah 

 Brazil- Campos 

 Venezuela-  Llanos 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: Grasses in temperate grasslands are short and nutritious. 

 

Q5. Answer- (b) 

Explanation 

 Tree variety of Coniferous Forests -Chir, Pine, Cedar etc. 

 Tree variety in Tropical Evergreen Forests-Hardwood trees-Rosewood, Ebony, and 

Mahogany etc. 

 Tree variety of Tropical Deciduous Forest-Sal, Teak, Neem, Shisham etc. 

 Variety of desert vegetation are- cactus, acacia etc. 
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CHAPTER 7 – HUMAN ENVIRONMENT-SETTLMENT, TRANSPORT  
& COMMUNICATION 

 
Q1. .Consider the following statements: 

1. Roadways are the cheapest means of transportation. 

2. Indian road network is longest in Asia. 

3. Air routes are mostly used to transport merchandise & goods from one country to other. 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 2 and 3 

c) 1 and 3 

d) None 
 
 

Q2. The natural conditions for selection of an ideal settlement site are?  
 

a) Road Network, Availability of Water, Employment Opportunity. 

b) Water, Fertile Land, Climate. 

c) Good internet, Fertile Land, Good Climate. 

d) Fertile land, Water, Good Transport Facility. 
 

 

Q3. What is transhumance?  

a) Movement of people from one place to another in search of employment. 

b) Movement of people from hilly areas to plains in search of pastures. 

c) Movement of people from plains to hills in warm season. 

d) Movement of people from one place to another due to change in season. 
 

Q4. Consider the following statements about waterways: 

 

1. India does not have any operational waterways. 

2. Only rivers are used for inland waterways transportation. 

 

     Choose the correct options from the code given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 1 and 2 

d) None of the above. 
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Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Waterways are cheapest to carry heavy and bulky goods over long 

distances. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Indian rail network is longest in Asia. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Sea routes are mostly used to transport merchandise& goods from one 

country to other. 

 

 

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Question is asking about natural conditions thus b) is the correct option. 
 

 

Q3. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:  

Transhumance-It is a seasonal movement of people. People who rear animals move in search of 

new pastures according to changes in seasons. 

 

Q4. Answer- (d) 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Out of the 111 National Waterways (NWs) declared under the National 

Waterways Act, 2016, 13 NWs are operational for shipping and navigation and cargo/passenger 

vessels are moving on them. Please click on this link to know about the operational waterways; 

https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1557459. 
 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Navigable lakes are also used as Inland waterways. 
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CHAPTER 8– HUMAN ENVIRONMENT INTERACTIONS THE TROPICAL AND   
THE SUBTROPICAL REGION 

 
   Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Slash and burn agriculture is used very widely in plain area. 

2. Men and Women both are involved in hunting and fishing in amazon basin. 

 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. Which of the following is the characteristics feature of Tropical Forest/Amazon Basin?  

a) Fertile soil, paddy cultivation, maloca houses. 

b) Slash & burn agriculture, fishing, millet & sorghum. 

c) Equatorial region, hot & humid weather, cassava food. 

d) Mineral resources, fishing, monsoon climate. 

 

Q3. Manioc is the staple food of? (NCERT) 

a) Africa 

b) Amazon basin 

c) Ganga Basin 

d) Europe 

 

Q4. Consider the following statement about population density: 

 

1. It means the number of person’s that live in stretch of one km. 

2. Uttrakhand has lowest population density. 

3. Ganga –Brahmaputra plains are densely populated areas. 

 

     Which of the above statement is/are correct? 

a) 1and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 3 only 

d) None 

 

Q5. What is tributary?  

 

a) Flat land shaped like a triangle, where a river splits and spreads out into several branches before 

entering the sea 

b) These are small rivers that join the main river. These together with Main River form a basin area. 

c) A branch of a river that does not return to the main stream after leaving it. 

d) A partially enclosed coastal body of brackish water with one or more rivers or streams flowing 

into it, and with a free connection to the open sea. 
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Answers & Explanations 

 

Q1. Answer: (d) 

Explanation:   

Statement 1 is incorrect: Slash and Burn Cultivation- is a way of cultivating land where farmers 

clear a piece of land by slashing or cutting down trees & bushes. These are then burnt which releases 

the nutrients in to the soil. After using the patch repeatedly for some time the soil losses its nutrients, 

so it is abandoned and people move to another patch, in this way soil fertility is restored. It is 

practised in Amazon Basin and in hilly areas. 

Statement 2 is incorrect: Hunting & fishing is the main occupation of men. Women are involved in 

agriculture. 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Characteristics of Amazon Basin (tropical forest): 

 

 Tropical Regions lies between 10 degree 

North and South of equator 

 Women are involved in agriculture. 

 

 Being this close to equator it is known as 

equatorial region. 

 Main crops- tapioca, pineapple, sweet 

potato, coffee, maize cocoa. 

 Hot & Wet climate. 

 

 Staple food-manioc (cassava), queen 

ants & egg sacs are also eaten. 

 Rains throughout the day. 

 

 Wood from rainforest is used for making 

thatched roofs. 

 During the day high temperature & High 

humidity. 

 Large apartment like houses are called 

“Maloca” 

 Hunting & fishing is the main occupation of men 

 

Q3. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

Staple food of Amazon Basin-manioc (cassava), queen ants & egg sacs are also eaten. 

 

Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: It means the number of person’s that live in one sq.km.  

 Statement 2 is incorrect:  Lowest population density is of Arunachal Pradesh 17.  The 

population density of Uttrakhand is 189 while the density of West Bengal is 1028 and that of 

Bihar is 1106 

 Statement 3 is correct: Plains- agriculture as very fertile. Tourism is also a main activity in the 

plain as all the 4 means of transport are well developed. 

Plains have various big cities & big towns with population more than ten lakhs along river 

Ganga. 

 

Q5. Answer- (b) 

Explanation 

These are small rivers that join the main river. These together with Main River form a basin area. 

Amazon basin is the largest river basin in the world. 
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CHAPTER 9– LIFE IN TEMPERATE GRASSLANDS 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements about Chinook Wind: 

1. It is a cold wind. 

2. It is good for cattle rearing industry. 

 

      Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. River Mississippi drains which of the following country?  (NCERT) 

a) Canada 

b) Africa 

c) USA 

d) Asia 

 

Q3. Consider the following pairs  

1. Sea of grass                                   Tropical grasslands 

2. Diamond mines                                    Kimberley 

3. Granaries of the world                                    Prairies 

4. Gold capital                                    Johannesburg  

      Which of the above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2   

b) 3 and 4   

c) 2,3 and 4 

d) All of the above 

 

Q4. Consider the following statements: 

1. Cattle farms in North America are known as Ranches. 

2. The most important occupation of people in South African Grassland is mining. 

3. Saskatchewan River drains the South African velds. 

 

     Which of the above statement is/are correct? 

a) 1and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 1 only 

d) None 

 

Q5. Consider the following statements about Velds:     

1. It experiences summers from June to August. 

2. It has well developed wool industry. 

 

     Which of the following code given is correct? 

 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:   

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Chinook is a local hot wind blow here in winter due to absence of 

north south barrier.  

 Statement 2 is correct: This raises temperature & melts ice making pastures available for 

grazing animals, thus good for cattle rearing industry. 

 

Q2. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

 Prairies are bound by Rockies in west & Great lakes in east. 

 Covers parts of USA (drained by Mississippi river) & Canada (drained by Saskatchewan 

River). 

 

Q3. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Option 2, 3 and 4 is correctly matched. 

 In Prairies(temperate grassland) tall grasses up to 2 meters height dominates the landscape 

thus are called ‘sea of grass’ 

 Kimberley-famous diamond mines. 

 Prairies are known as “Granaries of the world”-due to huge wheat production 

 Johannesburg- gold capital of the world. 
 

Q4. Answer- (c) 

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is correct: Large cattle farms –Ranches are managed by Cowboys in USA 

praries. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect:  Sheep rearing (in dry regions) is most important occupation-

sheep’s are bred for wool –famous for wool industry. Popular sheep species- Merino –

produces warm wool. Dairy farming (in wetter regions) in most important occupation-for 

domestic consumption & export. Velds are rich in mining minerals but it is not the most 

important occupation here. 

 Statement 3 is incorrect: Tributaries of river Orange & Limpopo drain the Velds. 

Canadian part of prairies is drained by Saskatchewan River. 

Q5. Answer- (b) 

Explanation 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Winters are cold & dry from June to august. Summers short & 

warm from November – February, as the Velds lies in Southern hemisphere. 

 Statement 2 is correct: Sheep rearing (in dry regions) is most important occupation-sheep’s 

are bred for wool –famous for wool industry. Popular sheep species- Merino –produces 

warm wool. 
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CHAPTER 10– LIFE IN THE DESERTS 
 

Q1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Oasis is formed when water table increases and reaches the surface of sand. 

2. Raven, hoopoe & sheep are commonly found in Sahara desert. 

       Which of the above statement(s) is/are incorrect? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q2. Which of the following is a characteristic of Deserts?  (NCERT) 

a) Low evaporation 

b) Scanty vegetation 

c) Heavy precipitation 

d) High temperatures through day and night 

 

Q3. Consider the following pairs  

1. Al Azizia - Oasis  

2. Chiru  - Tibetan antelope 

3. Lamayuru - Monastery  

4. Tafilalet  - Libya   

 

      Which of the above are correctly matched? 

a) 1 and 2 

b) 3 and 4 

c) 2 and 3  

d) All of the above 

Q4. Consider the following statements about deserts: 

1. Oil as a resource is always found in desert areas. 

2. Tourism is the main occupation of people living in desert areas everywhere. 

  

     Which of the above statement is/are correct? 

a) 1and 2 

b) 1 and 3 

c) 1 only 

d) None 

 

Q5. Consider the following statements about Ladakh: 

     

1. It is bounded by Zaskar ranges in the north. 

2. Due to its high altitude temperature in Ladakh is always low and sun rays cannot be felt here. 

 

     Which of the following code given is correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answers & Explanations 

Q1. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:   

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Oasis is formed when depressions are formed when winds blows away 

the sand in depressions where underground water reaches the surfaces an oasis is formed 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: robins, redstarts, Tibetan snowcock, raven & hoopoe are bird species 

found in cold desert of Ladakh. 

 

Q2. Answer: (b) 

Explanation:  

 It is an arid region characterised by extremely high or low temperatures and has scarce 

vegetation. 

 For Sahara hot desert- 

 Climate is scorching hot-day temperature as high as 50 degree Celsius 

 Night temperature may be freezing cold nearing zero degrees. 

 For Ladakh cold desert- 

 Summers-day just above zero, night-below minus 30 degrees 

 Winters-below minus 40 degrees 

 

Q3. Answer: (c) 

Explanation:  

Option 2 and 3 is correctly matched. 

 Al Azizia is not an oasis but a place in south Tripoli, Libya recorded highest temperature of 57 

degrees Celsius in 1992. 

 Chiru (Tibetan antelope) is endangered species-its wool is called shahtoosh-hunted for its light 

weight & extremely warm wool. 

 Several gompas & Buddhist monasteries, important are- Hemis, Thiskey, Shey and Lamayuru 

 Tafilalet Oasis in Morocco has an area of about 13,000 sq.km. 

 

Q4. Answer- (d)  

Explanation: 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: Oil as a resource is found in desert areas of Sahara only. It is not 

found in deserts of Ladakh till. 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: Tourism is major activity in Cold desert of Ladakh, which is not so in 

the case of hot desert like Sahara. 

Q5. Answer- (d)  

Explanation 

 Statement 1 is incorrect: It is a cold desert lying in the  Great Himalayas 

 West- Jammu & Kashmir       

 North- Karakoram range 

 South-Zaskar ranges 

 Statement 2 is incorrect: High altitude- climate is cold & dry; air is thin (heat of sun feels much 

intense). Given temperatures here one may suffer from sunstroke (when in sun) & frostbite (when 

in shade) simultaneously. 
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